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STATE  REVIEWS

SIKKIM

Mineral Resources

The important  mineral  resources of  the

State are copper-lead-zinc and silver reported

in  Bhotang ,   Rangpo  and  Dikchu  in  Eas t

Sikkim district.  Occurrences of other minerals

repor ted  in  the  S ta te  inc lude  dolomite ,

quartzite and talc/steatite/soapstone in West

Sikkim district; limestone in North Sikkim district

and marble in East Sikkim and North Sikkim

districts (Table -1).

Production

No minera l  p roduc t ion  (excep t  minor

minerals) was reported in 2011-12. The value

of minor mineral production was estimated at

L 188 lakh for the year 2011-12.

Mineral-based Industry

SMC, a joint  venture of Government of

Sikkim and Government of India,  was established

for the purpose of development of Bhotang

polymetal ore deposit at Rangpo.   The copper,

lead  and  z inc  concent ra tes  p roduced  a f te r

t reatment  of  ores  at  i ts  beneficiat ion plant

at Rangpo are sold to HCL, Ghatsila and HZL,

Visakhapa tnam for  p rocess ing .  The  t r i a l s

car r ied  ou t  by  HZL for  the  u t i l i sa t ion  of

SMC’s  lead  concent ra tes  have  no t  been

successful.   The lead concentrates remained

unso ld  due  to  h igh  b i smuth  con ten t   and

presence of other impurities. A talc/silica powder

uni t  i s  repor ted  to  be  work ing  in  Eas t

Sikkim district.   The Sikkim Mining Corp. is

also reportedly involved in  exploi ta t ion of

lower  Pacheykhani  Copper  depos i t  to

supplement  p roduc t ion  of  concen t ra tes  in

its  Bhotang mine. Sikkim's Mines & Geology

Depar tment  has   se t  up  a  p i lo t  d imens ion

rock cutting unit and pilot lime making unit to

ascer ta in  the  feas ib i l i ty  o f  se t t ing  up  of

commercial  l ime plant  and dimension rock

cutting plant in the State. A ferro alloys plant,

namely,  Akshay Ispat & Ferro Alloys Ltd with

an installed capacity of 6,000 tpy is located

at Mamring,  South Sikkim district.
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