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appily, wiser counsel has
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ve to auction Bander coal
black near Tadoba appears in
the making for months. De-
spite being rejected twice,
Centre kept the issue alive
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Tadoba ESZ notified in 2019,
allows no mines around it

Mazhar Ali | Tnn

Chandrapur: Nine months
before the coal ministry anno-
unced that Bander block on
the northern tip of Tadoba-
Andhari Tiger Reserve is
among the 41 in the country to
beputupforauctiontoprivate
parties, the popular park had
got protection from destruc-
txonby the Unionenvironment
However, neither gre-
en activists nor current forest
officials wereawareof it.

On September 11, 2019, the
ministry issued the eco sensi-
tive zone (ESZ) notification.
On June 18, the coal ministry
made the announcement on
Bander block. The ESZ prohi-
bits all kind of commercial
mining and stone quarrying
in the area. As per an official
mapavailable with TOI, a part
of Bander block juts into not
only the Tadoba buffer, it also
liessmack onthe ESZ.

“Though forest officials
knew that the ESZ had been
notified they-were unaware
that Bander was a part of it.
They did not have a copy of it."
After digging information on
the environment ministry’s
kwebsite 1 found the notifica-

ACTIVITIES BARRED IN ESZ
Commercial min- | »Industries caus-
ing, stone quarrying | ing pollution (water,

and crushing units | air, soil, noise etc)

» Setting up major hydroelectric
project, new saw mills, brick kilns

Use or production or processing
bstances

>Discharge of untreat-
effluents

tion,” said Bandu Dhotre of take place neither in Bander
Eco-Pro NGO which was spe-  orinLoharaeastand westco-
arheading the agitation to alblocksinthesouthernpart
stopmining in Bander. of Tadoba.

Tadoba field director NR
Pravin said that mining can  »Will move court, P 4 /

Will move court if
coal ministry does a
U-turn, says Dhotre -

»Continued from P 1

hotre had played a cru-

| ’cial role in the inclu-

sion of forest cover

over Bander and, Lohara

east and west coal blocks in
the ESZdraft.

He had opposed both the
mines when they were pro-
posed in 2009 and 2010, re-
spectively.

While forest officials
wanted to limit the ESZ only
as far as the Tadoba buffer,
Dhotre had insisted that the
boundaries be extended to
cover the northern and
southern wildlife corridors.
“This was to prevent any
mining activity in the fu-
ture,” hesaid.

Asper Dhotre’s suggest-
ions, the proposed ESZ had
a 10km boundary radius
outside Tadoba core and in-
clude 3 kms outside the
buffer. “This was to ensure
that it covers Bander in the:
north and extends up to the
railway line  passing
through Lohara forest,”
said Dhotre who was “hap-
py” that the environment
1‘inistry had agreed to the

A

NO MINES
NEAR BANDER

proposal.

The green activist said
theapproval of ESZisthefi-
nal nail in the coffins of all
the coal blocks in the north-
ernandsouthern corridors
of Tadoba.

“Even if the Union coal
ministry does a U-turn, we
will challenge it in the
courtof law,” said Dhotre. 2

Listing of Bander, along
with 41 other coal blocks, to
be auctioned had evoked a
huge uproar from wildlife
activists. There was a
strong opposition and a se-
ries of protests from wild-
life buffs.

Following the dissent ex-
pressed by state’s environ-

ment minister Aaditya -
Thackeray and former
Union environment minis-
ter Jairam Ramesh, the
Union minister for coal and
mines Pralhad Joshi had
agreed to withdraw Bander
coal block from the auction
list. A formal announce-
ment is expected soon.
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Coal: J’khand takes

CentrefighttoSC
Jharkhand escalated its fight
with the Centre on coal mine
auction to the level of Centre-
state dispute by filing a suit in
the Supreme Court to assert
its ownership right over mines,
and warned that over exploita-
tion of mines would be an
environmental hazard. |
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