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sincemany years on monthly basin print form. To expand this service to the IBM
Offices all over India i.e. H.Q., Zonal & Regional Offices and t@te&k of time, the
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Surjagarh mining
starts, truck held for

royalty non-payment

Shishir.Arya@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: Iron ore mining,
which had finally resumed
atSurjagarh hills of Gadchi-
roli district without police
protection, ended up with a
consignment being caught
by authorities for non-pay-
ment of royalty. The project
which is expected to change
the socio-economic situa-
tion of the area has been mi-
red in troubles for years.

On last Friday, local villa-
gers intercepted a truck car-
rying19tonneiron oreandre-
ported the matter to district
‘administration. It was found
that the material was being
taken away without paying
royalty. Papers with the dri-
ver said the
ore was being
taken for sam-
pling purpose. Sampling is
done to ascertain the grade,
on the basis of which royalty
is paid. However, questions
arebeingraised about need of
taking as much has 19 tonne
oremerely for sampling.

Gadchiroli collector Dee-
pak Singla, who confirmed
the development, said the
company has been fined and
the management has assu-
red to comply. The consign-
ment was being taken away
without filing the mandato-
ryonlinedetails.

An official in the dis-
trict’s mining office said a fi-
ne of Rs25,000 has been levi-
ed on the company, also con-

UNEARTHED

<

Vief heining area at
Surjagarh hills in Gadchiroli

firming that the truck was
intercepted by the locals.

Iron ore mining in Surja-
garh area of Naxalite-infes-
ted Gadchiroli has always
been a controversial issue.
The mining lease has been
granted to Lloyds Metals
and Energy Limited
(LMEL). The company could
not start full-
fledged opera-
tions, mainly
duetoNaxal threat. Overthe
years, there have been inci-
dents of burning of equip-
ment and also killing of a
company officer.

Lately, LMEL, which con-
tinues to hold the mining li-
cence (ML), had outsourced
the contract to mine the ore
to Odisha’s Triveni Earth
Movers.

When LMEL did the mi-
ning on its own, it required
police protection at the site,
which could be not be made
available in continuity. This
stopped mining operations
for long periods. Triveni
Earth Movers had started
miningamonth ago.
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Aluminium prices hkely torebound

Rates could rise on global demand,
slower output growth in China

SUBRAMANI RA MANCOMBU
Chennai, May 31

Though- aluminium prices
have dropped from the three-
year high witnessed early this
month, they are seen rebound-
ing this year as production
growth in China is expected to
be lower than initial estimates
and demand from other parts
of the world is likely to
increase.

Last month, US ratings
agency Fitch Solutions said
that it was revising its alu-
minjum price forecast to
$2,050 a tonne from $1,850 for
this year as “the market is cur-
rently tight amidst supply con-
cerns at a time when demand
for manufactured goods is re-
covering strongly”.

According to Dutch multina-

tional financial services firm
ING, global demand is set to re-
main strong leading to widen-
ing supply gap.

London Metal Exchange alu-
minium futures ended at
$2,434 a tonne during the
weekend. The metal prices had
hit a three-year high of $2,535
earlier this month before drop-
ping below $2,450.

Undersupply

Prices surged after Chinese alu-
minium imports increased 36
per cent in April. Trading Eco-
nomics website projected the
non-ferrous metal price rising
to $3,000 by next year-end as
traders see the market under-
supplied by 480,000 tonnes.
Supply shortage is seen rising
to 1.08 million tonnes in 2023.

T,

Dutch multinational financial
services firm ING sees the
global aluminium market con-
tinue tightening into a deficit
towards 2025.NG'’s senior com-
modities strategist Wenyu Yao
wrote in her analysis that the
efforts to reduce carbon emis-
sions would have a dual im-
plication for aluminium.
While supply growth in
China will be curbed, the

global demand for the non-fer-
rous metal will increase in
view of sectors involved in en-
ergy transitions such as trans-
port and renewable energy.
Fitch Solutions, too, agreed
with the view saying alu-
minium prices would rule
high in the coming years as its
demand will be supported by
the accelerating shift to a
green economy. According to

the US ratings agency, alu-
minium consumption last
year was 60.51 million tonnes
(mt) against a production of
65.13 mt. This year, demand is
projected to increase to 6236
mt and production to 67.60
mt.

According to International
Aluminium, an organisation of
bauxite, alumina and alu-
minium producers, produc-
tion last year was 6529 mt
against 63.65 mt in 2019. Of
this, China contributed 37.33
mt last year (35.79 mt).

During January-April this
year, global aluminium pro-
duction was 2221 mt com-
pared with 2134 mt in the
same period a year ago.
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THE city-based CPSE - MOILLtd
: gotltsﬁrstpatentonMaylo 2021
for 20 years. This is first patent
of MOIL since its inception. . -
Under the continuous guid-
ance and direction of Mukund P
Chaudhari, CMD and Dipankar
Shome,  Director (Prod
&PIng) and with technical back-
up of Dr G G Manekar, General
Manager (Mines) Mine
Planning, a project of replace-
ment of sand with alternate
materials was taken up.
Dr Manekar, who heads Mine

carried out extensive trials for
preparation of pallets from over
. burden/wasterock ofnon-min-
eralised oldrefusedumpedmate-
rial lying at mines site in huge
quantity for replacement
as afill material in underground
for hydraulic stowmg in
place of sand.
The earlier produced pallets
madefrom the overburdenmate-

MOIL receives first patent
on innovation in technology

Planning Department of MOIL, '

- the methods thereof on March

rialat Dongri Buzurg mine, locat-
edinBhandara, by use of geosys-
temic material did not absorb
the resistance.

Dr Manekar continued the
research and study. Trials
were conducted with
newly developed product from
mix of overburden in 2018 and
the success in the trials con-
firmed that the product devel-
oped by the heat treatment from
the waste was suitable for
hydraulic transportatlon in
underground mine.

Enthused by the success of the
project,apatentapplication was
submitted by Dr Manekar in the
name of MOIL titled a composi-
tiomuseful as an alternative fill-
ing material for hydraulic stow-
inginanunderground mine and

31, 2018.

After examination and hear-
ing in the office of Intellectual
Property. India at Delhi, MOIL
got the patent on May 10, 2021
for 20 years.
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manager (Mines) - Mine
Planning at MOIL — succeeded.
Along with his team, he took

it will also reduce the depend-
ence on sand being extracted
from river banks.

" ) |
developing filling
material from waste |
for manganese mines
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE  lets from waste rock dumped
PUNE, JUNE1 near the mine site were consid-

ered as a primary alternative re-

MOIL, THE Nagpur-headquar-  placement to sand. Thiswould act
tered company mining man-  as a filling material typically re-
ganese in Maharashtra and  quiredinunderground hydraulic
Madhya Pradesh, has been stowing
awarded anIndian patent for de- Anin-house kiln for carrying
velopinganalternatefillingmate-  out heat treatment of this waste
rial used for hydraulicstowingin  material was prepared. A compo-
underground manganesemines.  sition which was treated with

The company operates 11  water, gypsum, bentonite and
mines in Nagpur, Bhandaraand ~ dolomite was found suitable for
Balaghat districts in these states,  hydraulic transportation in un-
most of which function through  derground manganese mines.
underground mining methods. Further fine-tuning of the
Due to difficult geo-mining con-  developed mix and trials con-
ditionsasthe manganeseoresare  firmed that the bed of pallets
foundatvaryingdepths,andpoor  developed from such waste ma-
wallrock conditions, theneedfor  terial offered sufficient com-_
such a material to allow smooth  pactness as desired. i
operations was needed. Among the many advan-

Thoughthe companystudied  tages of this composition is that
and tried to plug the practical  notonlyisthe waste material ly-
problems in carrying out hy-  ing on mine sites reused, but it
draulictransportationatthesite, ~ sets a smooth flooring, permit-
an effort initiated some timein  ting the movement of man and
2018 by G G Manekar, general  machinery on the site. Overall,
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