
FORMAT FOR EXPLORATION PLAN

(See the sub-rule 2 &3 of Rule 6 of Offshore Areas Mineral Conservation and Development 
Rules 2024and sub-rule 3 of rule 18 of Offshore Areas Mineral (Auction) Rules 2024)

1 Particulars of the Mineral Block for Composite Licence (CL)
1.1 (i) Name  of  Mineral  block  for 

Composite Licence
(ii) Date of letter of intent or notification 

under  section  8  of  the  Offshore 
Areas  Mineral  (Development  and 
Regulation) Act, 2002 (Upload LOI/
notification copy)

(iii) Name of  mineral  (s)  for  which  the 
CL is granted:

(iv) IBM Registration Number:

(v) Unique  IBM  Operation  Right 
Number:

(vi) Area of CL in Sq. Kms:

(vii) Number of standard blocks:

(viii
)

(a)Name  of  Preferred  Bidder/ 
Successful  Bidder/  Licensee  (To 
cover  the  provision of  modification 
also):
(b)Postal address with pincode:
(c )Telephone number:
(d) Mobile no:
(e )Email-ID:

(ix) In case Preferred Bidder/ Successful 
Bidder/  Licensee  is  a 
Company/Partnership  firm 
/cooperative then indicate: 

(a) Name of Director in-charge / 
Managing  Director  / 
Managing partner:

(b) Postal address with pincode:
(c) Telephone number:
(d) Mobile number:
(e) Email-ID:

(x) Type of  document /
a) Fresh Exploration  Plan
b) Modification  of  exploration 

plan 
(xi) In  case  of  Modification  of  exploration  plan  if  any  (See  the  Rule  9  of 

Offshore Areas Mineral Conservation and Development Rules 2024)
(a)Date  of  grant  of  Composite 
Licence
(b)Details  of  earlier  approved 
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exploration  plan  with  number  and 
date
(c)  Reasons  for  present 
modifications
(d)Period of modifications

1.2 Location details of Mineral Block
(i) Name of Location:

(ii) Coast/Sea:

(iii) Offshore Region: 

(iv) NHO Chart Number:

(v) Coordinates  of  all  end  points  of 
CL/block (upload the details of all end 
points of block as per Annexure-I).

(vi) Water depth (m): 
Minimum:
Maximum:
Average: 

(vii) Upload  the  location  map  of  mineral 
block

1.3 Accessibility/connectivity of Mineral Block
(i) Name and distance (in kms) of  nearest 

Coastal location( with name of state)
(ii) Name  and  distance  (in  kms)  of 

nearestHarbour/port(  with  name  of 
state)

(iii) Name and distance (in kms) of nearest 
Rail( with name of state)

(iv) Name  and  distance  (in  kms) 
nearestRoad( with name of state)

(v) Name  and  distance  (in  kms) 
nearestAirport( with name of state)

1.4 The details of Qualified Personnel who prepared Exploration 
Plan:(See  rule  7  of  Offshore  Areas  Mineral  Conservation  and 
Development Rules, 2024 & separately for each qualified person(s) )
 (a)Name
(b)Designation

(c) Qualification
(d) Name of University/Institution

(e ) Year of passing

(f ) Years of experience in the field of 
marine  mineral  exploration  in 
Supervisory Category
(g) Postal address with pincode
(h) Mobile number 
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(i) Email-ID 

2 Details  of  Previous  Exploration  Works/Operations  Carried 
Out:

2.1 Name of exploration agency
(To be given separately for each exploration agency with copy report to be 
uploaded)  

(i) Name of  Exploration Agency

(ii) Address 

(iii) Period of exploration (from year & to)

(iv) Offshore  area  covered  by 
reconnaissance/exploration 
works/operations in sq. kms

(v) Number of standard blocks covered 

(vi) Geographical  co-ordinates  as  per 
Annexure-I 

2.2 Details  of  previous  Reconnaissance/  Exploration 
Works/operations carried out:

(i) A  brief  description  of  the 
reconnaissance/  exploration  work 
carried out along with particulars of the 
vessels,  implements,  platform, 
installations,  engines,  machines, 
instruments and any other infrastructure 
used,  if  any  for  Regional 
Survey/Detailed survey.

(ii) Latitude and longitude, height and depth 
of  submerged  installations,  structure 
(shape  and  colour),  including 
photographs, details & characteristics of 
lighted  objects,  details  of  top 
marks/radar transmitter installed, if any.

(iii) Seabed Mapping including area covered and scale of presentation:

(a) Seabed Mapping

(i)Bathymetry  (Single  beam  or 
Multibeam)

(ii)Sub-bottom profiling

(iii)Side-scan sonar survey    

(iv) Gamma ray meter survey at suitable 
interval to detect buried crust & nodules 
if any

(v) Details of Videography if any 
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(vi) Any other
(b) Geophysical survey

     (i) Seismic survey

     (ii) Any other

(c) Geotechnical investigations

(d) Marine environmental studies           

(e) Geochemical

(f)  Geological  sub-sampling:  Number, 
area of influence, interval meterage and 
sampling

(g) Nature and structure of the ore body

(h) Analysis of the ores or minerals

(iv) (a)Seabed samples

(i) Number of grab samples

(b) Seabed Core Sampling

      (i) Number of Gravity / Vibro cores 

      (ii) Length (metres) 
                Average:
                Maximum:
                Minimum:

(v)  Drilling

      (i) Number of boreholes completed

      (ii) Meterage drilled

(iii) Particulars of drilling machines

   Type

    Make

    capacity

Numbers of drills

(vi)  Exploratory mining, if any

(i)Number of dredgers

(ii)Total area dredged (sq. kms)

(iii)  Quantity  of  ore  produced  with 
grade if any

(vii)  Number of samples analysed (upload the reports)

(i)Number of samples analysed

(ii)Number of main constituent (please 
specify) (Chemical)

(iii)Number of complete analysis 
(Chemical/Atomic Absorption 
Spectroscopy)

(iv)Number of sedimentological studies

(v)Number of Petrography/ Petrological 
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studies/ Mineralogical studies

(vi) Number of geotechnical properties/ 
studies

(vii)Number of beneficiation studies 

2.3 Details  of  expenditure  incurred  on  reconnaissance  / 
exploration operations so far:
(i)Survey/mapping (in lakhs Rs)

(ii)  Drilling  and  seabed  samples 
collection(in lakhs Rs)

(iii)Sample  Analysis  and 
reporting/presentation/studies(in  lakhs 
Rs):

(iv)  Any  other  items  related  to 
exploration (in lakhs Rs)

(v) Grand total (in lakhs Rs)

2.4 Summary  of  Previous  Reconnaissance/Exploration 
works/operations:
(i) Type of deposit as per Offshore Area 
(Existence of Mineral Resources) Rules 
2024

(ii)Scale of bathymetric survey

(iii)Interval  of  seismic  profile/  sub-
bottom profiler across the block.

(iv)Grid spacing of seabed sampling

(v)Total  numbers  of  seabed  samples 
collected 

(vi)Area  covered  under  exploration  (in 
Sq.kms)

(vii)Numbers of standard block covered 
so far

(viii)  Stage/level  of  exploration  as  per 
Offshore  Area  (Existence  of  Mineral 
Resources) Rules 2024

(ix)Geographical  co-ordinates  of  the 
area  covered  under  exploration  as  per 
Annexure-I

(x)Details  of  quantity  of  resources 
estimation  with  grade  mineral-wise,  if 
any:

3 Geology and Geomorphology of the Mineral block/Area
(i) Brief  details  on  Geology & Offshore 

Geomorphology:
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(ii) Brief details on Hinterland Geology:

(iii) Brief details of offshore sediments:

(iv) Brief details of availability of minerals 
with grade:

4 Year-wise   Exploration  Proposals:  (As  per  section  12  (3)  of 
Offshore Areas Mineral (Development & Regulation) Amendment Act 2023, 
the licensee shall complete the exploration operation within a period of three 
years from date of grant of the CL. 

4.1 A brief description of the proposed exploration work involved along with 
particulars  of  the  vessels,  implements,  platform,  installations,  engines, 
machines, instruments and any other infrastructure used.

(i) Details Particulars of vessel to be deployed 

(a) Name of vessel

(b) Dimensions

(c) Draft of the vessel

(d) Call sign

(e) Country of registration

(f) Year of registration

(g) Whether all certificates are valid; if so, 
provide particulars of the certificates with 
date of validity (upload the same)

(h)  Whether  all  required  clearances  have 
been obtained for the vessel

(i) Particulars of crew onboard

(j)  List  of  scientific  equipment  and 
machinery onboard

(k) Details of technical people onboard to 
operate scientific equipment

(l)  Period  for  which  the  vessel  will  be 
deployed (Year from and to)

(ii) A  brief  description  of  the  proposed 
exploration  area  with  Latitude  and 
longitude  and  block  numbers,  height 
and  depth  of  submerged  installations, 
structure (shape and colour), including 
photographs,  details  &  characteristics 
of  lighted  objects,  details  of  top 
marks/radar transmitter installed etc.

Year-wise proposals (i.e.  First Year, Second Year, Third Year) to be 
mentioned separately for below mentioned items.  

(iii) Seabed Mapping including area covered and scale of presentation:

(a) Seabed Mapping
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(i) Bathymetry (Single beam or Multibeam)

(ii)Sub-bottom profiling

(iii)Side-scan sonar survey    

(iv)Gamma ray meter survey at suitable 
interval to detect buried crust & nodules if 
any

(v) Details of Videography if any 

(vi) Any other
(b) Geophysical survey

     (i) Seismic survey

     (ii) Any other

(c) Geotechnical investigations

(d) Marine environmental studies           

(e) Geochemical

(f) Geological sub-sampling: Number, area 
of influence, interval meterage and 
sampling

(g) Nature and structure of the ore body

(h) Analysis of the ores or minerals

(iv) (a)Seabed samples

(i) Number of grab samples

(b) Seabed Core Sampling

      (i) Number of Gravity / Vibro cores 

      (ii) Length (metres) 
                Average:
                Maximum:
                Minimum:

(v)  Drilling

      (i) Number of boreholes proposed

      (ii) Total Meterage to be drilled

(iii) Particulars of drilling machines

   Type

    Make

    capacity

Numbers of drills

(vi)  Exploratory mining, if any

(i)Number of dredgers

(ii)Total area dredged (sq. kms)

(iii) Quantity of ore produced with  grade if 
any

(vii)  Number of samples analysed

(i)Number of samples analysed
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(ii)Number of main constituent (please 
specify) (Chemical)

(iii)Number of complete analysis (Chemical/
Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy)

(iv)Number of sedimentological studies

(v)Number of Petrography/ Petrological 
studies/ Mineralogical studies

(vi) Number of geotechnical 
properties/studies 

(vii)Number of beneficiation studies 

(viii) Details of any other proposed 
reconnaissance/exploration operation if any.

(ix) Summary of Proposed Reconnaissance/ Exploration Operations

(i)Type  of  deposit  as  per  Offshore  Area 
(Existence  of  Mineral  Resources)  Rules 
2024

(ii)Scale of bathymetric survey

(iii)  Interval  of seismic profile/  sub-bottom 
profiler across the block

(iv)Grid spacing of seabed sampling

(v) Total numbers of samples to be collected 

(vi)Area to be covered(in Sq.kms) 

(vii)Numbers  of  standard  block  to  be 
covered 

(viii)Geographical  co-ordinates of the areas 
(upload as per Annexure-I)

(ix)Proposed  Stage/level  of  exploration  as 
per  Offshore  Area  (Existence  of  Mineral 
Resources) Rules 2024

(x)Any other items proposed 

4.2 Number of proposed personnel to be employed in the mineral block/CL 

(i) Indian national Male

Female 

(ii) Foreign National Male

Female 

Total 

5 Proposed  yearly   Expenditure  to  be  incurred  on 
reconnaissance/exploration operation (Year-wise proposals)
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5.1 First year
(i)Survey/mapping (in lakhs Rs)

(ii)  Drilling  and  seabed  samples 
collection(in lakhs Rs)
(iii)Sample  Analysis  and 
reporting/presentation/studies(in  lakhs 
Rs):
(iv)  Any  other  items  related  to 
exploration(in lakhs Rs)  
(v) Grand total (in lakhs Rs)

5.2 Second year

(i)Survey/mapping (in lakhs Rs)

(ii) Drilling and seabed samples 
collection(in lakhs Rs)
(iii)Sample Analysis and 
reporting/presentation/studies(in lakhs 
Rs):
(iv) Any other items related to 
exploration(in lakhs Rs)  
(v) Grand total (in lakhs Rs)

5.3 Third year

(i)Survey/mapping (in lakhs Rs)

(ii) Drilling and seabed samples 
collection(in lakhs Rs)
(iii)Sample Analysis and 
reporting/presentation/studies(in lakhs 
Rs):
(iv) Any other items related to 
exploration(in lakhs Rs)  
(v) Grand total (in lakhs Rs)

6 Environmental Setting
(i) Baseline  information  on  prevailing 

marine  environmental   conditions 
before  the  beginning  of  exploration 
operation.  Impact  of   exploration 
operations activities on  the growth, 
survival  and  productivity  of  marine 
organisms to be discussed. 
(a)Details  of  Water  bodies  such  as 
River /Nala/stream etc joining the sea 
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nearby
(b)Annual Rainfall

(c )Temperature

(d)Humidity

(e) Depth of water (in Meters)
(i)minimum:
(ii)Maximum:
(iii)Average:
(f)Details  of  Environmental 
Setting(Upload  the  report  if  any)  : 
Current,  wave,  noise  levels, 
deleterious elements if any present in 
the  surface  and  sub-surface 
sediments,  details  about  sea  water 
quality,  suspended  solids,  Total 
Dissolved  Solids  (TDS),  salinity, 
temperature,  Dissolved  Oxygen 
(DO),  Biological  Oxygen  Demand 
(BOD),  light  availability,  Marine 
Biota,  density,  pH, Turbidity,  heavy 
metal  studiesetc.  and any other data 
as may be required by the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate.

(ii) Mitigation measures /Steps proposed 
to be taken for protection of marine 
environmental   conditions/  marine 
organisms.

(iii) Details  of  proposed  environmental 
impact studies proposed.

7 List of Document to be enclosed/uploaded
(i) Copy of LOI/ grant order of Composite license

(ii) The details of Geographical co-ordinates of  all end points  of block/ CL as 
per Annexure-I

(iii) Mineral block summary report of Composite license Block

(iv) Earlier  reconnaissance/exploration  report/geological  report  along  with 
estimated quantities of all minerals discovered if any.

(v) The particulars of any licence or lease granted by any government authority, 
including in relation to petroleum and natural gas or wind power project, or 
any infrastructure projects such as port, cable, pipeline in existence in the 
mineral block.

(vi) The copy performance security submitted to the administering authority.

(vii) Petrology and Mineralogical Studies Report if any

(viii) Chemical and Mineralogical analysis report

(ix) Beneficiation study report if any 
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(x) Copy  of  Declaration  of  the  preferred  bidder  /successful  bidder/ 
Owner/Nominated Owner( in case of Company/partnership firm)

(xi) ID & Address Proof of the preferred bidder /successful bidder

(xii) Consent letter for Qualified Person

(xiii) Experience & Qualification Details of Qualified Person

(xiv) Certificate from Qualified Person

(xvi) Any other Report / Certification sought from the approving authority.

8 Maps/plans/plates to be submitted with the Exploration Plan. 
(i) Location  plan/map  of  mineral  block/CL  issued  by  the  administering 

authority
(ii) KMZ file of mineral block/CL. 

(iii) Sub-bottom profiles/sections  across the block (both existing & proposed) 

(iv) Geological  map  showing  location  of  proposed  year-wise  exploration 
activities/operation (as per rule 31(1)(b) of  OAMCDR-2024 )

(v) Any other maps/profiles/sections sought from the approving authority.

Annexure-I

Coordinates ofall end points of block area/CLin WGS84 ( excel file only)

End points 
of 
CL/block 
area

Latitude in DMS Longitude in DMS
Degree Minutes Seconds Degree Minutes Seconds

P1
P2
P3
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Model Certificates to be furnished By Qualified Person

CERTIFICATE FROM QP

The  provisions  of  the  Offshore  Areas  Mineral  Conservation and  Development  Rules,  2024made 

under Section 35 of the Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 2002, have been 

observed in the preparation of the Exploration Plan for ____________(Name of Mineral Block/CL)  

over an area of _____(area in Sq. Km), of M/s _________(Name of Preferred Bidder/ Successful 

Bidder/  Licensee),  situated  in  ______(Name  Coast/Sea),_______(Name  of  Offshore  Region), 

___________(NHO Chart Number) and whenever specific permissions are required, the applicant 

will approach the concerned authorities of Indian Bureau of Mines. The information furnished in the  

Exploration Plan is true and correct to the best of our knowledge. 

Place: -------- Signature 

Date: --------- (Name of Qualified Person)
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Model Certificates / Undertakings/ Consents to be furnished By Preferred Bidder/ Successful Bidder/ 

Licensee

CONSENT LETTER/ UNDERTAKING/ CERTIFICATE

01)  The  Exploration  Plan  in  respect  of  __________(Name of  Mineral  Block/CL)  over  an  area  of 

________(area in Sq. Km), in situated in ________(Name  Coast/Sea),________(Name of  Offshore 

Region),  _______(NHO  Chart  Number)   submitted  under  Rule  6  of  the  Offshore  Areas  Mineral 

Conservation and Development Rules, 2024has been prepared by Qualified Person (QP)(Name of 

QP)(as per Rule 7 of Offshore Areas Mineral Conservation and Development Rules, 2024).

This is to request the Regional Controller of Mines, Indian Bureau of Mines, ____________, to make  

any further correspondence regarding any correction of the Exploration Plan with the said qualified 

person at his address below :- 

(Full name of QP and address with E-mail ID)

We hereby undertake that all information/ modifications of Exploration Plan by the said qualified 

person be deemed to have been made with our knowledge and consent and shall be acceptable on  

us and binding in all respects.

02) It  is  certified that the Exploration Plan complies with all  statutory rules,  Regulations, Orders 

Made by the Central Government, Statutory organization, Court etc. which have been taken into 

consideration and wherever  any specific permission is  required the  Preferred Bidder/  Successful 

Bidder/ Licensee will approach the concerned authorities.

03)  The  information  furnished  in  the  Exploration  Plan  is  true  and  correct  to  the  best  of  our  

knowledge and records. 

04) It is to undertake that all the exploration proposals made in Exploration Plan approved for the 

said  area  shall  be  executed  in  true  spirits  and  a  time  bound  manneras  proposed.

05) It is to undertake that all the Environmental Mitigation measures /Steps proposed to be taken 

for protection of marine environmental  conditions/ marine organisms will be implemented in a time 
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bound  manner  as  proposed.

Signature 
Place:                                                            (Name of Preferred Bidder/ Successful Bidder/ Licensee)
Date:                                                              (Name of Owner (in case of Individual) /Managing Partner
 (in case of firm)/ Nominated Owner (in case of Company)
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