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Service since many years on monthly basis in print form. To expand this service to
the IBM Offices all over India i.e. H.Q., Zonal & Regional Offices and to take a call of
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November, 2025 were already uploaded on IBM Website www.ibm.gov.in .

In continuation of this it is requested that the mineral related news appeared
in the Local News Papers of different areas can be sent to Central Library via email
library@ibm.gov.in (scanned copy) so that it can be incorporated in the future issues
to give the maximum coverage of mining and mineral related information on Pan
India basis.
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if the valuable feedback is reciprocated to above email.
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NMDC raises iron ore lump
price to 35600 per tonne -

State-owned miner NMDC has increased the
price of iron ore by ¥50 per tonne of Baila Lump
effective November 15 while leaving the price of
the Fines unchanged. The new per tonne Baila
Lump price is 35,600, the company said in a
filing on Saturday. This is the second price
revision by the company in less than a month.
Balla Fines will continue to come for 34,750 per
tonne. The latest revision is the sixth this

A financial year and the seventh since January.

N\
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Venezuela keen on ties with
India ov over critical minerals

Venezuela has expressed keen interest in
enhancing cooperation with India in critical
minerals sector and attract investments, the
commerce ministry said on Saturday. It was
discussed in a meeting between Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal and Minister of
Ecological Mining of Venezuela
Hector Silva here. Mr. Goyal had emphasised the
need to reactivate the India-Venezuela Joint
\Comnmmmdunhm. ¥

# — S

" Hindustan Zinc gets licence to
explore, mine tungsten in A.P.

Hindustan Zinc Ltd. said it has received the
licence to explore and mine a tungsten block in
Andhra Pradesh by the state government. This
marks an important milestone for the Vedanta
Group company as it looks to expand beyond
zing, lead, and silver into critical and high-value
minerals. A composite licence in mining is a
single, two-stage concession that grants both the
right 1o explore for minerals and the right to

mine them If the exploration is successful. =
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VISAKHAPATNAM, Nov 15 (PTh

VENEZUELA has expressed keen
interest in enhancing cooperation
with India in critical minerals sec-

Commerce Ministrysaid on Saturday.
It was discussed in a meeting
between Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal and Minister
of Ecological Mining Development
of Venezuela Hector Silva here.
"During the meeting, the
Venezuelan side expressed interest
in expanding economicengagement
with India beyond the oil sector,
including cooperationin criticalmin-
erals and attracting Indian invest-
ment,"itsaid. Goyal emphasized the

tor and attract investments, the

Venezuela keen to increase cooperation
in critical minerals sector with India

ceutical trade and highlighted oppor-
tunities to enhance cooperation in
the automobile sector.

In a separate statement, the
Ministry said National Industrial
Corridor Development Corporation

Limited, tics Data Services
Limited, and the Andhra Pradesh
need to reactivate the India and  Government signed an MoU to dig-
Venezuela Joint  Committee itizethe landscapein Andhra
Mechanism, whoselastmeetingwas  Pradesh by leveraging the Unified
held a decade ago. Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP).

He noted that ONGC's ongoing
operations in Venezuela provide
scope for deeper collaboration in
mining and exploration. He sug-

gested that Venezuela may consid- |

‘er * accepting the - Indilin
Pharmacopeia to facilitate pharma-

As part of the initiative, an integrat-
ed digital platform will be developed
and implemented to provide
Governmentand private stakehold-
inAndhra Pradesh with real-time
bilityinto the state’s logistics oper-
ations and performance metrics.
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PANNA, Nov 15 (IANS)

INAlandmarkachievement, the
world-famous diamonds from
Panna, Madhya Pradesh, have
been awarded the prestigious
Geographical Indication (GI) tag,
“marking the State’s 215t Gl prod-
uct. This long-cherished recog-"
nitionisset to elevate Panna’s dia-
monds to new heights, estab-
lishing a distinct identity both
nationally and internationally
while significantly beosting their
brand value. Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav expressed his
delightonX, stating, “The 'Panna
Diamond' will shine interna-
tionally. The Indian government’s
award of the Gl tag to diamonds
from Panna, the diamond city, is
a matter of pride for the entire
State of Madhya Pradesh. This

N\

l._

“Panna diamonds shine brighter with 61 tag

will open new opportunities for
Panna’s youth, artisans, and the
local economy.” He echoed the
sentimenton Instagram, empha-
sising the global spotlight
nowon Panna’ssparkling
gems. The Gl tag, grant-
d after a progess ini-
tlated on June 7,2023,

is expected to revo-
lutionise the local
diamond industry.
E:hpcns believe it will
enhance transparency,
quality assurance, and glob-

al recognition, creating new
employment opportunities in
miningand benefiting thousands
of families.

Thetagwiil also expand export
prospects, driving a substantial
increase in state revenue.

A Panna diamond officer

hailed the milestone, saying, “It
is a matter of great pride for the
district”. Thiswillboost tradeand
attract visitors from across the
country and abroad, giv-
ing Pannaanewiden-
tity. Known as the
‘Diamond  City’,
Pannaisrenowned
for its rich dia-
. mond mines and
- e variety of precious
. « gemstones,
The local adminis-
tration and industry
expertsassert that the Gl tag will
carve a unique niche for Panna
in the international market,
reinforcing its legacy as a gem-
stone hub.
The people of Panna are jubi-
lant as their long-pending
demand has been fulfilled. /
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WCL launches Multlli\fedia Stu&io\\

Western Coalfields Limited
(WCL), a Miniratna subsidi-
ary of Coal India Limited
under the Ministry of Coal,
Government of India, has
achieved a major milestone
in the field of communication
and digital innovation. The
company has established Coal
India’s first state-of-the-art
multimedia studio at its head-
quarters, marking a signifi-
cant step forward for digital
transformation within the
coal sector., The studio 'was
inaugurated by WCL's Ch\air-
man-cum-Managing Director,
J. P. Dwivedi, in the presence
of Director (HR) Dr. Hemant
Sharad Pandey, Chief Vig-
ilance Officer Shri Ajay Mad-
hukar Mhetre, and other sen-
ior officials,

Speaking on the occasion,
Dwivedi said, “This studio is
not merely an infrastructure

L "o .'"'!f" -
: ~ ) ) o)

Y A Y

addition but a powerful cre-
ative platform that will el-
evate WCLs strategic and sus-
tained communication to new
heights, Communication is
the bridge that connects our
workforce, achievements, and
vision to the world. This fa-
cility will enable WCL to pres-
ent its stories, innovations,”
he said.

4

1/70386/2025



D-30020/3/2022-LIB-IBM_HQ

BUSINESS STANDARD DATE:18/11/2025 P.NO.6

SECL launches
Coal India’s first
paste filling project

R KRISHNA DAS
Ratpur, 17 Novernber

This marks a significant step towards safe, eco-
friendly mining practices. SECL has
conl mines in and Madhya Pradesh.

To Implement the underground mining tech-
Wm&uu@d:ﬂmmmt

mine.
The project is expected to produce around
Mm:nnofcoﬂm:sm e
Al technology will

.notonlvmmthe of underground mining
Innovative, eco-friendly solution.

but also offer an

This project is a landmark step toward green

mmmmmmmwm

try In the years " sald SECL Chalrman and
Paste 3“ Is an advanced, eco-friendly

an

mining In which mine volds are filled

with a mixture ash, taflings, and other mine

waste with water and cement. The technique

enhances underground stability and safety while

reducing surface waste disposal challenges.
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[ Coal Minister inaugurates

CIL Pavilion at lIT F 2025

’
.Néé\bhm NovaR )
_COAL and Mlnes Minis(et G Klshnn Reddy on ‘l'hesdav

il capital m:uf‘?e@c initiatives 1o acquire dhm‘
capita toacq criti
erals: such as lithium and cobali, both domestically and
/internationally, were also featured. This approach aims to
reduce India’simport dependency on thesevital resources,
supporting the growth of various industries reliant on such
;minerals,” the Coal Ministry said in a statement.
,:.:ll% Gllqplﬁl!outt the India International Trade Fair
w i ,'» from November 14-27 also
' sthecountry's prog inmcrgysecuﬂg , diver-
N projects, an blehpractices rawing
.mmtlon!mnjvidtom showeases opencast
'mining method, use of -ruﬂln‘l:::smgm in coal min-
Jing, functioning of Integrated Command and Control
Centre (ICCC) at headquarters of CIL Subsidiaries,
| The use of artificial intelligence has enhanced opera-
‘tional efficiencies and safety compliances. Tive demon-
'stration of virtual reality (VR) as immersive technology,
‘primarily for the safety and operational training is organ-
{ised in the pavilion,
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SUPREME COURT JUDGMENT ON RETROSPECTIVE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCES

Realty, infra, mining sectors may breathe easy

sure;” he said. The court has biggest immediae Impact” he  planning authorities must now  Ujal Bhuyan and K Vinod Chan-

NmM.B&mmhw shifted fromablanket prohibition - added, cautioning that activities impose stronger penalties for dran decided the review by a 21

104 position that permits retro- {n ecologleally sensitive zones  future violations. majority. CJI Gavai and Justice

The Supreme Court’s decision to. demminemmﬁml remain barred. Parth Contractor, founder of Chandran recalled the eartier

mnmuaymmh Wm Ramanuj Kumar, partner at the tax firm Chambers of Parth  Vanashakt! ruling;  Justice
postfactoenvimhenﬁl and  Cyril AmarchandMangaldas, sald - Contractor, however, wamed that - Bhuyan dissented. -

ciwmoesha penalties are the recall restores thecentral gov- - the judgment putsthecountryin ~ CJI Gavai held that the May

altered the complidne thnd-™ mmumamswm enment’s flexibility. “The power an era whers even projects that judgment was per incuriam
supe'nllmdnmml Ing implications; inchuding forreal - to make regulations includes the - breached environmental laware  (through lack of care) because it
redl estate, construction, mining, estate and construction projects  power to relax them. Upholding given “achanceat validation”.  overlooked binding precedents
and large public Infrastructure  thatbegan without priorclearance  the earler judgment would have  He criticised the ruling for - such s Alembic Pharmaceuticals,
“hack from the brink”, according uﬂmmlmmw meantthe government couldnot not fully engaging with the  DSwamy, Electrosteel Steels, and
10 legal experts. regularisation, hesaid. regularise even genuine lapses. ~environmental impact of post- ~ Pahwa Plastics, which had recog-
Calling it a “significant rever- mﬂmymmmm Thecourt hasattempted tostrike facto approvals and described nised that post-facto environ-
—sal', Ashutosh K Srivastava, - operationscan seekretrospective - a balance between development Justice Ufjal Bhuyan's dissentas - mentalclearances maybegranted
‘partner at SKV Law Offices, sald - approval where activities are andenvironmentalimperatives”  an “eye-opener”, Inexceptional cases, :
thejudgment revivesthe0174nd  legally permissible, while major  Suchitra Chitale, managing ~ With the case now to be  Invalidatingclearances issued
2021 government notificaions  publicinfrastructure projects — partner at. Chitale & Chitle  rebeard, he sad, ‘the siuation. under the 2017 and 2021 office |
that aliowed retrospective envi- Including ANl India Institute of Partners, supported the move on — remainsin flux’,andenforcement - memoranda, he wamned, would |
|

ronmental clearances, Medical Sciences hospitals and  practical grounds. “Demolition of maemupue. lead to the demolition of com-
“Profects that faced imminent - greenfield aiports — avoid the  whatisalreadyconstructed would pleted or near-complete projects |

demolition can now proceed threat of complete demolition, cause more pollution than the Whatthe courtheld worth “thousands of crores”, |

through proper assessment mech-  Srivastava said, construction itself. The recall is The Bench of Chief Justice of adding to poltution rather than

anisms ratherthanautomaticclo-  “Operational continulty Isthe ~ comeet.” she said, adding that India(CJ1) BR Gavaland Justices ~reducinglt.
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Search for minerals in
- Tamil Nadu

| New Delhi, Nov. 18: A total area of 5,550 sq. km
| in Tamil Nadu, including parts of North Arcot,
| Madurai, Coimbatore, Salem and Tiruchirapalli
districts, will be covered by the Geological
Survey of India (GSI) during 1975-76 in
| systematic mapping for deposits of minerals
| such as sulphides, phyrrhotite, pyrite, iron ore
. and magnesite. The GSI will do detailed
mapping over an area of 523 sq. km and carry
out drilling of 1,000 metres for investigation of
these minerals in Tamil Nadu.
The GSI’s systematic mapping programme

2,450 sq. km in parts of Cannanore, Calicut, =
Malappuram,{dikki, and Trichur districts in

' Kerala. It will do detailed mapping over 600 sq.

| kmand carry out drilling to depths of 500

| metres for clays in Cannanore, Quilon and

. Trivandrum districts and for graphite in
Ernakulam and Idikki districts,

for systematic mapping and this will include
parts of Dharwar, Bellary, Chikmagalur,
Chitradurga, South Kanara and Shimoga

| districts, Detailed mapping in Karnataka will
cover an area of 1,182 sq. km and the GSI
proposes to do drilling up to a depth of 6,000
metres for investigations for copper, lead, zinc
and manganese, limestone, gold, graphite,
magnesite, asbestos and magnetite in North
Kanara, Gulbarga, Mysore, Hosur, Bellary,
Bilapur and Shimoga districts. The GSI's

in Diu. It will continue the assessment of iron

. and chemical surveys.

during the current year will also cover an area of

In Karnataka, the GSI will cover 4,350 sq. km

programmes include investigation for limestone

ore in Goa by integrated geological, geophysical

THE HINDU DATE:20/11/2025 P.NO.10

Copper: Go short if the
contract dips below X987

[Roees]
Gurumurthy K
bl. research bureau

Copper prices have been os-
cillating in a range for more
than three weeks now.

The copper futures con-
tract on the Multi Commod-
ity Exchange has been fluctu-
ating between 990 and
1,025 per kg for about a
monthnow, .

Within this range, the con-
tract is currently trading at
¥998.
COMMODITY
CALL,

The immediate outlook is
unclear. A crucial support is
at ¥987, which could be
tested in the coming days.

If the contract manages to
sustain above this support
and bounces back, then it
could get some relief. In that
case, it could rise back to
£1,000-1,025 in the short
term and ¥987-1,025 will be-
come the trading e
thereafter. But if therzgg—

Réturn 22% {oer kg)

e —— | 0
1000
900
800

o= 4= R A e 2 R T

Nov 20, 24 Novis,2s

tract breaks below T987, it
could come under selling
pressure. Such a break could
drag the contract down to
970 or ¥960. As such, the
price action around ¥987 will
need a very close watch.

TRADE STRATEGY
Traders can stay out of the |
market now. However, fresh |
short positions can be taken
once the contract declines
below 1987, Keep the stop- |
loss at ¥992, |
Trail the stop-loss down to
984 as soon as the contract
falls to ¥981. Revise the stop-
loss down to ¥982 and ¥978
when the contract touches |
1979 and 3975 respectively.
Exit the shortsat ¥973. ‘
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Zinc: Go long if
futures break
above X305

225
Nowv 20, 25

Nov 21,24

s
Gurumurthy K
bl. research bureau

Zinc prices have come down
over the last one week. The
contract traded on the MCX
has come down, failing to
sustain the break above ¥304
per kg. The contract made a
high of ¥307.70 per kg and
then fell back below ¥304
again to make a low of T298.
It managed to bounce back
from this low and is cur-
rently trading at ¥303 perkg.
The overall uptfend is in-
tact. Strong support is
around ¥297. Resistance is in
the ¥304-305 region. A decis-
ive break above ¥305 could
strengthen the bullish mo-
mentum. Such a break could
take the contract higher to
¥320 in the coming weeks.
Failure to breach %305
could drag it down to ¥300-
¥297 again. In that case,
¥297-X305 could be a pos-
sible trading range for some
time. The broader uptrend
will come under threat only
if the contract breaks below
¥297, If that happens, the fu-
tures could fall to ¥292-3290.

TRADE STRATEGY

The revised stop-loss at ¥303
on the long positions taken
at ¥301 would have been
triggered. Traders can stay
out of the market now. Take
fresh longs only after the
contract breaks above I305.
Keep the stop-loss at ¥298,
Trail the stop-loss up to ¥309
as soon as the contract goes
up to ¥311. Revise the stop-
loss up to ¥312 and 315
when the contract touches
314 and ¥318. Exit the long

positions at ¥320, / :
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V4
SAIL's Bokaro plant inks licencing
pact with DRDO lab for tech transfer

i A
RANCHI, Nov 20 (PT1)

oftechnology (LAToT) was received from
DRDO’s DMRL Director Dr R.
Balamuralikrishnan in Hyderabad in the
presence of senior defence officials.

The LAToT was received by B Sunita
Minz, $S Panigrahy, and
Rahul Tiwari, representing
the steel maker.

The licence agreement

v g 3 n SN
SAIVS Bokarosteel planton Thursdaysaid,
it has signed a licencing agreement with
DRDO’ Defence Metallurgical Research
iLaboratory (DMRL) for
ftransfer of technology.

, Bythis pact, Bokarosteel
plant will utilise the tech-

hl

nology to manufacture spe-
cial steel used in defence
applications.”By this agree-
ment, DRDOgrantsanon-
inclusive licence to utilise
, fthe technology for the manufacture of
IDMR 2494 steel sheets for naval appli-
lcations in India and sellto Indian armed
forces and other Government agencies,”
‘the company said in a statement.
| The licencing agreement for transfer

is dedicated to the shared
vision, hard work, com-
mitment and unwavering
pursuitofexcellenceofthe
Bokaro steel plant frater-
nity; the company said,

Bokaro steel plant executive director
(works) Priva Ranjan hailed this devel-
opment as a significant step forward
towards fulfilling the requirementsof the
country in the defence sector.

BUSINESS LINE DATE:22/11/2025 P.NO.8

Aluminium prices are expec-

| Fitch Solutions.

“We are revising up our alu-

don Metal Exchange. (LME),

74,332 74,498

e multinational financial = medium term. BMI said in
Subramani Ra Mancombu agency ING. Aluminium outlook® S recent weeks, US President

| Chennal SFigored A K bomnes Donald Trump’s slew of Asia-
PRICE FORECAST 75821 focused trade deals had lifted

mand prospects and tariff

timism and contributed to a

Aluminium poised to remain elevated

GLOBAL GROWTH HOPES. Demand from the clean energy value chain, supply concerns keep prices firm

the sentiment, igniting re-

ted to stay elevated over the  minium price forecast for newed optimism across the
| next few monthsonhopesof 2025 to an annual average of metals complex.
| stronger global growth des-  $2,600/tonne from $2,580 “In particular, the casing
pite gzopolitical uncertain-  previously. Prices have of US-China trade tensions
| ties, driven by demand from  demonstrated resilience in on November 1, following
| the clean energy value chain 2025 thus far, up 13 per cent the White House announ-
| (solar,wind,gridandelectric  in the year-to-date to $2,859/ 2024 2025 2026 2027 cing plans to cut the fentanyl
| wvehicles), analysts say. wnne as of November 14,” = Supply W Demand mn!% from 20 per cent to 10
| Concerns over limited said BMI. Australia’s Office Seuarce- Offica of Chiwl Eososmit. Austrais per cent effective November
\ supply have also kept prices  of the Chief FEconomist 10, has bolstered risk senti- |
| firm, and theyare settoper- (AOCE) said the LME alu-  sees risks to its forecast as  the researchagency. ment and reduced trade-
| sistasChinaisnearingthe45 minium price is forecast to  broadly balanced but mod- policy uncertainty, support-
million tonnes (mt) smelting  average around $2,530 a  estly skewed to the upside END TO US SHUTDOWN ing a T near-term out-
cap it has set, constraining  tonne in 2025. On Thursday, forthe remainder oftheyear.  The end of the US govern- look for aluminium prices,”
domestic expansion, said re-  aluminium was quoted at “Although persistent geo-  ment shutdown on Novem- it said. AOCE said stronger
search agency BMI, a unit of  $2,810 a tonne on the Lon-  political risks, soft global de-  ber 12 renewed market op- global manufacturing, Chi-

na’s rapid renewable build-

China’s  primary alu- Aluminium, which is used  headwinds linger as down-  weaker dollar, adding a fur-  outandrecent US-Chinaand
minium production was up  intransportation, packaging,  side risks, we have seenare-  ther tailwind, it said. US-EU trade deals were sup-
0.4 per cent year-on-year in  construction, consumer  cent easing of this pressure AOCE said growing global  porting aluminium prices.

October at 3.8 mt, but was
down 9 per cent from
September, said ING Think,
the economic and financial
analysis wing of the Dutch

goods and electrical trans-
mission, has been gaining
ground of late as the risk of
lower supply has returned to
the market. BMI said that it

in recent weeks amid a flurry
of trade deals between the
United States and its Asian
partners, and broader US-
China de-escalation,” said

demand for new, energy-effi-
cient cars and technologies
and increased electrification
efforts were expected to lift
aluminium demand over the

BMI now sees the global
aluminium deficit narrowing
from an estimated 3,74,000
tonnes in 2024 to 79,000
tonnes in 2025. /
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Copper price
declines sharply

Rl
Reuters
London

Copper slumped to a more
than two-week low on Friday

and was heading for its worst
week since April on tech sec-
tor fears while US jobs data
added to doubts over a po-
tential cut to US interest
raves in December.
Benchmark three-month
copper on the London Metal
Exchange was down 1.2 per
cent at $10,613.50 a metric
ton and on course for a
weekly fall of 2.2 per cent,
the biggest since the week

ended April 4. The metal
widely used in power, con-
struction and manufacturing
earlier touched a low of
$10,607.50, its weakest since
November 5. “I think the
main panic in markets
relates to the sell-off in
crypto,” said Dan Smith at
Commodity Market Analyt-
ics. “Bitcoin is falling like a
stone and down about a third
from the recent high. The
danger is that this feeds into
a death spiral for anybody
thatis overexposed.”

Bitcoin hit a seven-month
low on Friday. The US
September jobs data, which
had been delayed by the gov-
ernment  shutdown, on
Thursday showed stronger
than expected growth in new
hiring but a rise in the jobless
rate to its highest in nearly
four years. “The fog around
US statistics has meant that
the Fed is unlikely to cut
rates in December,” Smith
said, referring to the US
central bank. “This is result-
ing in some US strength,
which is bearish for metal
markets.”
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Govt suspends enforcement of 55 IS Standards under

steel quality control order to help Iocal industry

NEW DELHI, Nov 22 (IANS)

THE Ministry of Steel has sus-
pended the enforcement of 55
IS Standards under the Steel
Quality Control Order to énsure
adequate availability of steel
for MSMEs and consumer
industries.

The decision was taken after
the Ministry examined the
broaderimplications of enforc-
ing the Steel and Steel Products
(Quality Control) Order, 2024,
for the steel sector based on the
recommendations of the high-
level committee on non-finan-
cial regulatory reforms;accord-
ing to an official statement
issued on Friday.

The Ministry has taken into
account potential downstream
pricing impacts, the need to
ensure adequate availability of
steel for MSMESs and consumer
industries, and the continued
reliance on imports for certain
specialised grades.

At the same time, considera-

tions relating to the prevention
of unfair trade practices, support
for small steel producers, and
the advancement of domestic
self-reliance have also been
assessed, the statement said.
Taking these factors together,
enforcement of QCO on 42
Indian Standards under the Steel
and Steel Products (Quality
Control) Order, 2024, has been
suspended for three years, and
enforcement of QCO on 13
Indian Standards, relating to
speciality steel grades covered
under PLI 1.2, has been

suspended for one year,

TheMinistry of Steel hasissued
the Steel and Steel Products
(Quality Control) Amendment
Order, 2025, the statement read.

The enforcement of 42 1S
Standards in Schedule 1 of the
Steel and Steel Products (Quality
Control) Order, 2024—covering
steel grades predominantlyused
in the manufacturing of engi-
neered products, automotiveand
durable goods.

The enforcement of 13 IS
Standards in Schedule 1 of the
Steeland Steel Products (Quality

Control) Order, 2024-—covering
speciality steel grades majorly
used in niche and high-preci-
sion applications, including
materials requiring exceptional
strength, hardness, dimension-
al accuracy and thermal stabili-
ty, the statement added.

The suspension of the Quality
Control Orders (QCOs) about 55
steel products to address raw
material constraints faced by
consumer industries such as
automobiles and MSMEs takes
the total number of such orders
put in abeyance based on the
high-level reform panel’s rec-
ommendation to 76.

The panel on non-financial
regulatory reforms, headed by
NITIAayog member Rajiv Gauba,
had proposed the revocation,
suspension, and deferment of
QCOs for more than 200 prod-
ucts, citingconcernsthat theyhad
increased compliance burden
and disrupted supply chains,and
were hurting India’s manufac-
turing competitiveness. Vi
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First Limestone
Block Auctionin
Jammu Soon

JAMMU Unionminister G Kishan
Reddy will lead the first-ever
auction of limestone mineral
blocks, which will be formally
faunched here on Monday witha
roadshaw, an official $aid. J&K CM
Omar Abdullahand deputy CM
Surinder Choudhary are also
scheduled toattend the event,
reflecting strong Centre-state
partnership and the strategic
importance of the initiative for the
region, the official said. He said
the milestone marks asignificant
stepinadvancing
mining reforms
introduced under
the Minesand
Minerals (Deve-
firstmining  Regulation) Act
blockauction (MMDRAct) in
inUTsince 7015 1tisalsothe
mining fiest mining block
reforms ng

auction taking
place inthe Union Territory since
the implementation of the law,
signalling ashift toward trans-
parency, competitiveness and
sustainable development inthe
miner3l sector, the official said,
Seven limestone blocks, cove-
ring about 314 hectares, have
mmwmmnt-
« 'nag; Rajourt and Poonch dis-
tricts. The approach reflects the
principies of cooperative federa-
lism, the official said, - Fm

¥
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In a first, 7 limestone blocks to he
up for auction in Jammu & Kashmir

NEW DELHL Noy 23 (P11

FOR the first time, a total of sev-
en limestone blocks will be put up
for auction in the Unlon Territory
of Jammu & Kashmir on Monday.

“It is also the first mining block
auction taking place n the Union
Territory since reforms, signalling
ashift toward transparency, com-
petitiveness, and sustainable
development in the mineral sec-
{or," the Mines Ministry said In a
statement,

The blocks, covering approxl-
mately 314 hectares, have been

identified across the'districty of
Anantnag, Rajouri, and Poonch,
Categorised under G3 and G4
exploration stages, these deposits
hold considerable potential for
high-quallty limestone critical to
cement manufacturing, construc:
tion and other industrial applica-
tlons, The Gd stage iy reconnals-
sanceand the G3stage ls prospect-
ing. G4 involves broad-based
surveys like regional geological
mapping and remote sensing (o
identify areas with mineral poten:
tial, while G3 uses closer-spaced
surveys to narrow down specific

target locations within thoseareas,

“The firstever auction of lime-
stone mineral blocks In the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmirwill
be formally launched in Jammuon
November 24, 2025," the Mines
Ministrysaid, Theevent will beled
by Coal and Mines Minister G
Kishan Reddy.

The auction will be conducted
under subsections (4) and (5) of
Section 11 of the MMDR Act,
enabling the Centre to facilitate
the process in cases where State
o Union Territory administrations
face procedural limitations.
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Press Trust of India
JOHANNESBURG

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday met South
African President Cyril Ra-
maphosa on the sidelines
of the G-20 Summit here.

The two leaders dis-
cussed cooperation in va-
rious areas, including
trade, investment, mining,
critical minerals, Al, and
food security.

“Had an excellent meet-
ing with President Cyril Ra-
maphosa during the G-20
Summit in Johannesburg,”
Mr. Modi posted on social
media after his meeting.

“We reviewed the full
range of the India-South
Africa partnership, espe-
cially in boosting linkages
of commerce, culture, in-
vestment and diversifying
cooperation in technology,
skilling, Al, critical miner-
als and more,” he added.

Mr. Modi congratulated
the South African leader
on the successful presiden-
cy of the G-20 summit this
year.

He appreciated South
African efforts to take for-
ward and build on the de-
cisions arrived during the
New Delhi G-20 Summit.

South Africa is hosting
the first G20 Summit be-
ing held in Africa.

’//PM discusses trade,
critical minerals
with Ramaphosa

The two leaders

Earlier, External Affairs
Ministry  spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal, in a post,
said, “The leaders dis-
cussed initiating exchange
of youth delegations for
enhancing technology and
people-to-people ties.”

Recalling the historical
ties that underpin India-
South Africa relations,
both leaders reviewed bi-
lateral ties and expressed
satisfaction at the progress
achieved in various fields
of cooperation, including
trade and investment, food
security, skill develop-
ment, mining, youth ex-
change and people-to-peo-
ple ties, the Ministry said
in a statement.

They discussed ways to
enhance cooperation in
the fields of Al, Digital Pu-
blic Infrastructure and crit-
ical minerals, it added.

The leaders agreed to
work jointly to amplify the
voice of the Global South.

Mr. Modi appreciated
the initiative taken by
South Africa to hold the IB-
SA leaders meeting.
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MOIL celebrates Environment
and Mineral Conservation Week

21 at Gummon Mine.

The objective of the event was
to maintain ecological balance
in mining operations, ensure sus-
tainable and responsible use of
minerals, and raise awareness
among employees and the local
community about environmen-
tal stewardship.

Chiefguests included M KSoni,

. Manoj
General

M

ne

Team Coordinator,

anager
Ltd.; Rahul Garad
Geologist, MSMC Lid.;

: Senior
- Mining, RCCPL Pvt.
i e, Senior
and

A I)

.dmhmm

o messge )

Mondhe, Assl;;&pi
Manager—Mining,
Ltd; At the outset, Umesh
) memmedallthe

Activines during the week
comprised pollution-control
measures, water-management
reviews, assessment of green-
cover status, and comprehen-
sive environmental audits, A tree-
plantation drive was also organ-
ised, and _a street-play on
environmental protection was
staged by students of nearby
Jawahar High School, Khapa. A
drawing competition for stu-
thecon-
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Afghanistan offers 5-year tax exemption to
Indian investors in gold mimng, new sectors

NEW DELHE Nov 24 (PTD

SEEKING investmentsinarange
of sectors, Afghanistan Industry
and Commerce Minister Alhaj
Nooruddin Azizi on Monday
said his Government isready to
offer five years of tax breaks to
firms investing in new sectors,
including gold mining,
Speaking at an interactive ses-
sion organised by business
chamber Assocham, Azizi said
tensions with Pakistan creating
hurdlesin trade. “Thereisahuge
potential available in
Afghanistan. Even you will not
find alotofcompetitors. You will
also receive tariff support, and
we will be able to give you land.
The five-year taxexemption will

begiven to companies who may
be interested to invest in new

sectors,” the Minister said.
Afghanistan will charge only 1
per cent tariff if Indian firms
import machinery for invest-
ment, he said,

“Gold mining will definitely
require the technical and pro-
fessional team or professional
companies. So initially, we are
requesting that you send your
team, they can do the research,
they cando the exploration ini-

tially, and then they can start
work.,

“However, the condition is
that we will expect it to be
processedin the country so jobs
can be created,” the Minister
said. The visiting Ministerurged
the Indian side to remove

“minor” hurdles to boost bilat-

eral trade.

“"We want to build the rela-
tionship between India and
Afghanistan. There are some
minor hurdles which really
affect the overall process, like
visa, air corridor, banking trans-
actions. Sothese havetobesort-
ed to improve bilateral trade
and investment,” he said in the
presence of Indian Government
officials.
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Coal production, despatch fell for
second consecutive month in Oct
i iy S R R =20 G a

i S WA Koy OUTPUT SLIPS b S
~4~ New Delhi
o The output fell by 8.5%
The country’s coal produc- y-0-y tg 77.43 mt in October
tion and despatch declined o Despatches also declined by
for the second consecutive almost 5% y-o-y to 80.44 mt
month in October this year o Energy consumption hit
largely in line with lower de- 132 billion units, declining by 6% y-o-y
mand for the dry fuel from ‘
the power sector, which also
reflected in lower electricity  patch of the commodity rose.  per cent y-0-y to 289.6 rakes |
consumption. by 1.34 per cent to 3.40 mt. per day. For the power sec- |

According to the Coal tor, the requirement de- |
Ministry, pan-India produc- ENERGY CONSUMPTION  clined by 5.49 per cent y-o-y f
tion fell by 8.5 per cent y-o-y  India’s energy consumption  to 254.8 rakes per day.
to 77.43 million tonnes (mt)  hit 132 billion units (BUS) in Lower demand for electri-
in October on a provisional  October declining by 6 per  city also reflected in lower
basis. Despatches also de- cent y-0-y. Coal power gen- ces on power exchanges. |
clined by almost 5 percenty- eration was lower on an an-  For instance, Indian Energy
0-y 10 80.44 mt. nual basis in October and said that enhanced

The IIP numbers for last  April-October 2025 at 93.61 , wind, and solar gener-
month also share a similar  BU and 718.02 BU, respect-  ation, combined with steady
picture. Coal production ively, against 108.76 BU and  supply from coal-based gen-
(weight: 10.33 per cent) de-  760.50 BU in October 2024  eration resulted in higher
clined by 8.5 per centy-o-yin  and April-October 2024, re-  ‘supply liquidity on the ex-
October 2025. Its cumulative  spectively. change platform, leading toa
index declined by 2 per cent Coal accounted for 67.21  decline in day ahead market
y-0-y during April-October ~per cent of India’s total (DAM) and real time market |
FY26. power generation, up from  (RTM) prices,

Pan-India lignite produc- around 63 per cent in The market clearing price |
tion also declined back-to-  September 2025, in DAM at ¥2.67 per unit dur-
back for two months ending Lower demand for coal ing October, a fall of 32 per
October, While production  also led to a fall in require-  cent on an annual basis, Sim-
fell by a little over 1 percent  ment for railway rakes, The ilarly, price in RTM fell by 28
to 3.04 mt last month, des-  loading of rakes fell by 3.47  percentto¥2.73perunit. |

L al
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[
Global steel production \/Hike import duty on aluminium to

down 5.9%in October

mw
Chenny

Global  steel n
nosedived 5.9 m‘:n
143.3 million tonnes (mt) in
October 2025. It was 152.1
mta

According to the World
Steel  Association, the
output decreased by a huge
lz.lpcrcauyoywnmt
inthe period under consider-
ation.

Jspa'autn

o:u:her Us;lsomm
figures rising at 9.4 per cent
to 7 mt. Meanwhile, Japan
and Russia had a dip in pro-
duction at 1 per cent to 6.9

mtand 6.2 per cent to 5.3 mt,
mth Komnompm too,

slipped, going down 5.8 per
cent to 5.1 mt. Tirkiye saw a
dropat 3.1 per cent to 3.2 mt
and Germany's' production
dipped to 3.1 mt, down 3 per
cent, Brazil's steel produc-
tion went south by 2.7 per
cent at 3 mt. Iran

3.3 mt of steel in October, up
12 per cent.

Region-wise, Africa’s Oc¢-
tober steel output was at 2
mt, up 0.8 per cent, Asid and
Oceania saw a drop of 8.2 per
cent at 102.4 mt and the BU
(27) produced 10.8 mt, down
3.5 per cent.

!

2

Europe (others) output |

went down by 3.8 per cent to
3.6 mt. The Middle East pro
duced about 5.4 mt, up 9.2
per cent, North America re-
corded a 4,7 percent hike in
output to 9.1 mt. Russia and
other CIS + Ukraine pro-
duced 6.4 me of steel, down
5.1 per cent while South
America's wrpmdroppedby
L1 percentat3.7mt

157%, says mineral industries body

O\rw
Chennni

The Federation of Indian
Mineral Industries (PIMI)
has urged the Pinance Min-
istry to increase the import
duty on aluminium to 15 per
cent to protect the domestic
industry,

Submitting its recom-
mendations for the
2026-27 Budget, FIMI called
for urgent policy interven-
tion to safeguard the do-
mestic aluminium industry.

India's aluminium manu-

| facturing base is currently

under threat by a surge in im-
ports from aluminium sur-
plus nations driven by global
tariff and non-tariff protec-
tionist measures, it said.
Stating that the ongoing
and planned investments
were over T1.5 lakh crore to
raise domestic capacity, it

said an additional T1.6 lakh
crore is in the pipeline to
raise primary aluminium
production to 72 million
tonnes (mt) a year by 2029-
30 and around 9 mt by 2032-
33, This Is in line with the
Aluminium Vision Docu-
ment, released by the Min-
istry of Mines, carlier this

r,
Aluminium imports have
in recent years, espe
cially from China, Russia,
Asean nations and West Asia.
Despite sufficient domestic
capacity, nearly S5 per cent
of India's aluminium de-
mand in 2025-26 is projected
to be met through imports

QUALITY STANDARDS

FIMI  expressed concern
over the rising inflow of alu-
minium scrap. India has be-
come the world's largest im-
porter of aluminium scrap
due to the absence of quality

and BIS standards for recyc:
ling and scrap imports, it
said.

FIMI  sought  quality
standards on scrap in line
with India’s aluminiom vis:
ion document.

On the other hand, the
federation sought reduction
in import duty of critical raw
materials for aluminium m-
duction, Producers face
production costs due to cx
pensive raw matcrials, an in-
verted duty structure, vari:
ous tuxes and cesses;
electricity duty and high lo-
gistics costs, it said.

Though India has the ad-
vantage of being among the
world's largest holders of
bauxite and coal reserves,
domestic aluminium pro-
duction costs remain among
the highest globally. Tuxes
and duties alone account for
nearly 17 per cent of produc-
tion costs, FIMI said.

THE HINDU DATE:25/11/2025 P.NO.3

Gudem Madhusu
Vikram Reddy; s

Pro_gemes valued ?80 05 Cr.

attached in illegal mining case

The Enforcement Directorate has provisionally
attached immovable and movable assets valued
at ¥80.05 aoreaspartofnsuwesdgaﬁon into
alleged illégal mininig by M/s Santosh Sand and
Granite Supply. The agency named proprietor

an Reddy and his associate G
that they carried out
excess mining in the allotted quarry and illegally
extracted material from unassigned government
land. Officials said this caused a royalty loss of
139.08 crore to the State and allowed the accused
to amass an estimated ¥300 crore.

W

//,
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Supply-demand mismatch keeps steel prices down

Industry leaders demand import ban as 8 mm bars see Rs 42,500/tonne rate

¥ Business Reporter in cheap imports from
' Steel prices on Nov 25 South rea, China, Japan and
HIGHLIGHTING that the low G Russia has flooded the market,
pricesof steel TMT bars are hurt- 8 mm Rs 42,500 + 18% GST while global overcapacity and a
ing the sector, manufacturers on slowdown inkey consumingsec-
Monday urged the Government 10 mm Rs 41,500 + 18% GST tors have depressed demand. In
totake correctivemeasuresatthe addition to this, fluctuations in
earliest. The manufacturers, espe- 12-25 mm Rs 41,000 + 18% GST raw-material costs - particularly
cially those operating in this iron ore and coking coal - have
region, are demanding that the also contributed to the down-
‘Government halt the inflow of gradeTMTbarpriceshaveshown  litical factors, and imports from  ward pressure on prices,
steelfromothercountriesandthat  a modest rise over the past 25- mtemauonal markets are also Moreover, the recent expiry of a
itreduce powertariffsintheState 30 days, overall steel == enteringthecountry,  12%temporarysafeguarddutyon
s0 that a level-playing field can  prices remain at a At the same time, flat steel has left the domestic
be restored. four-year iow, domestic demand is  industry withoutimmediate tar-
On 25 November, 8 mm steel  squeezing domestic not rising as expect-  iffprotection, furtherexposingit
barswerequotedatRs42,500per  producers. J ed,” said Rajesh to international competition.
tonne (including 18 % GST), 10 Traditionally, TMT r. < : Sarda, Past President Manufacturers therefore reit-
mm bars at Rs 41,500 per tonne  bar prices tend to o of the Steel and erated the need for swift
(including 18 % GST) and 12-25  climb 10-15%after Diwaliascon-  Hardware Chamber. Government action to curb
mm bars at Rs 41,000 per tonne  struction activity spikes. But this Steel dealers added that imports, lower electricity rates
(including 18 % GST). These lev-  year the sector is grappling with  demand from builders and con-  and restore a fair competitive
els are Rs 1,000-1,500 per tonne  a supply-demand mismatch, tractorsis weak, withwholesalers  eénvironment, warning that
higher than the levels seen in “At present a large volume of  and developers facingcash con-  without  such steps the
July-August this year, Although steelis available in the domestic  straints that are delaying pay- domestic steel sector could face
locally-produced or secondary-  marketbecauseofvariousgeopo-  ments for steel supplies. prolonged hardship, /
.
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Copper rises on
outflows to the US

London: Copper prices climbed
to their highest level in more
than a week, supported by
ongoing outflows to US
inventories, though weaker
demand prospects from China
capped the gains. Benchmark
copper on the LME was up 0.6
per cent at $10,833.50 a tonne
by 0948 GMT, Alurninium and
zinc rose 0.1 per cent to
$2,812.50 and $3,002.50,

respectively. neoress 4
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Stay out of aluminium

futures for now

Gurumurthy K
bl research bureau

Aluminium prices have risen
back well in the last couple of
days after getting beaten
down for two consecutive
weeks. This has eased the
| downside pressure and has
also reduced the danger of
more fall,

COMMODITY
CALL.

| The aluminium futures

contract traded on the Multi
Commodity Exchange fell to
a low of £262.30 per kg, and
then has reversed higher
from there.

It is currently trading at
¥269. The immediate resist-
ance is at ¥271, which could
| betested now.
| A break above it can take
| the contract further up to
{273 — the next resistance,
Ideally, the contract has to
breach ¥273 to turn the out-

Retumn 5.6% Eperky

— o i g
Nov 26, 24 Nov 25,25

look bullish, Only then the
upside will open up to see
¥277-280 levels.

A failure to rise above |

271 from here could trigger

a fall back to ¥265 — an im- :

portant support. It will also
keep the contract vulnerable
to break this support. Such a
break could trigger a fresh
fall to ¥260 and even lower,
going forward.

TRADE STRATEGY
Considering the resistance
that is coming up and the
danger of seeing a fall back,
we suggest traders to stay
out of the market for now.
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The Hindu Burean
HYDERABAD

The Aluminium Secondary
Manufacturers Association
(ASMA), a body of down-
stream manufacturers and
MSMEs, has appealed to
the Centre to reduce the
import duty on primary
aluminium.

Primary  aluminium,
which accounts for 80% of
production cost for the ma-
nufacturers, attracts a 7.5%
import duty. The conse-
quential increase in selling
price makes it difficult for
aluminium  downstream
product makers to com-
pete globally.

Challenges galore

“The downstream sector is
currently reeling under sig-
nificant challenges that
threaten the viability to

Slash tariff on
aluminium, ASMA
appeals to Centre

Primary aluminium,
accounting for 80%

of output cost for :
makers, attracts |

7.5% import duty

compete since we are los-
ing market access both |
domestically and interna-
tionally," Association pa-
tron Anil Agarwal said.

In a representation to
Union Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush
Goyal, ASMA «cited how
free trade agreements such
as the ASEAN-India pact al-
lowed finished goods to en-
ter India at zero duty, un-
dercutting local makers
who buy raw material at
7.5% duty-inclusive price.
Such distortion places
downstream makers at a
distinct cost disadvantage.
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From breakthrough to“uncertainty the
evolvmg story of J&K’s lithium discovery

Cuhrlhn
Srinagar

In 2023, Salal, an idyllic vil-
lage about 18 km from Reasi
town in Jammu division,
[ shot to prominence after the
government announced the
discovery of what was be-
lieved to be a large lithium
reserve.

Officials from the Mines
Mini: reported finding
5.9 million tonnes of lith-
jum, a silver-white metal vi-
tal for batteries supporting
India’s renewable energy
push. The announcement
drew media’attention to the
remote village, where resid-
ents spoke proudly of the
prosperity the mineral
wealth could bring,

Two years on, uncertainty
hangs over the extraction
prospects, with Union Min-
ister G Kishan Reddy telling
| reporters in Jammu on
Monday that initial findings
no longer indicate signific-

HOPES DIM, A villager posing on top of rocks containing
lithium in the Salal-Haimana area of Reasi district, where the GSI
reported finding 5.9 mt of the metal (file photo) sn

ant lithium deposits. He said
there remained nationwide
interestin the lithium findin
Jammu & Kashmir. .

He noted that while the
government usually moves
to auction after receiving a
G4 report from the Geolo-
gical Survey of India, it had
already completed G4 and
G3 surveys for lithium and
was now finalising a G2
study, expected by January
next year,

He added that this level of
pre-auction exploration is

~ unusual and was undertaken

because 'early assessments

the deposits may
be smaller than initially
thought, prompting the gov-
ernment to carry out end-
level studies before deciding
the next steps.

EARLY EXCITEMENT
In Reasi, recall the
excitement t followed

the announcement, Ru-
mours of jobs circulated, and

believed the region
wo d soon be on the global
lithium map. Today, that op-
timism is fading.

“We were told the world
would come to Reasi,” said
Rajesh Thakur, a resid-
ent “But now they are say-

there may not be much
Ilt um at all,” he added.

He said that many people
even feared displacement if
the area was auctioned.

“The excitement was too
early. G3 cannot be treated
as a final estimate. It sug-
gests the presence of miner-
alisation and not extractable
reserves,” said a geologist.

He said that the earlier
claims were either over-

stated or publicised too
early.

Oﬂicmls said the data col-
lected over the next two
months would determine
whether the site holds any
significant and economically
viable reserves.

4
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/Gentre auctions 3 coal blocks, likely

to attract Rs 7,350 crore investment

NEW DELHI, Nov 25 (IANS)

IHE Ministry of Coal on
Wednesday successfully com-
pleted the auction of three coal
blocks in Jharkhand and Odisha
under the 13th round of com-
mercial conl mine auctions,
which are likely to attract a cap-
italinvestment of nearly Rs 7,350
crore, according to an official
statement issued onWednesday,

These three blocks are poised
to generate annual revenue of
approximately Rs 4,620.69 crore
and create 66,248 employment
opportunities, the statement
Sald. Damodar Valley
Corporation has emerged as the
highest bidder for the three coal
blocks comprising Pirpainti
Barahat and Dhulia North in

Iharkhand, and Mandakini-B in
Odisha.

The three fully explored coal
blocks together hold geological
reserves  of approximately
3,306,58 million tonnes, with a
cumulative Peak Rated Capacity
(PRC) 10 produce 49 million
tonnes perannum (MTPAL

Since the inception of com-
mercial coal mining in 2020, a
total of 136 coal blocks, with a
production capacity of 325,04
Million Tonnes per year, have
been successfully auctioned.

Onceoperational, these blocks
will  substantially enhance
domestic conl production and
advance the nation’s goal of
becoming self-reliant in the coal
sector. Collectively, these coal
blocks are estimated to yield
annual revenue of Rs 43,330
crore, mobilise capital invest-
mentof Rs 48,756 crore, and gen-
erate 4.39447 employment
opportunities across coal-bear-
Ing regions.The Minlstry
launched the 13th round of com-
mercial coal block auctions on
August 21

THE TIMES OF INDIA DATE:27/11/2025 P.NO.5
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‘Minerals are G ch1r011 S true wealth: Panda

Sumukh Kulkarni | run

Nagpur: Gadchiroli distriet colle¢-
tor Avishyant Panda said that Gad-
chiroli’s abundant mineral reserves,
including iron ore, dolomite, quartz,
copper and limestone, are the dis-
trict’s greatestnatural wealth,

Speaking at a review meeting of
Gondwana University during a visit
by a Confederation of Indian Indust-
v (CII) delegation, Panda noted that
with theright industrial backing, the
district is poised for significant
growth over the next decade: He ad-
ded that responsibly harnessing the-
se minerals could play a transforma-
tive role in shaping Gadchiroli's eco-
nomic future,

A high-level CII delegation visi-
ted Gondwana University to explore
opportunities for deeper collabora-
tion between industry and academia.
The representatives reviewed the
university’s research, skill develop-

) 7 ) \ —- .
Discussions were held on exploring chances for collaboration between Industry & acade-
mia during a review meeting of Gondwana University and a high-fevel Cil delegation

ment and innovation programmes,
and interacted with senior faculty
members.

As partof the visit, Panda presen-
ted Gadchiroli’s industrial potential
and investment roadmap before the
delegation at the Lioyds Metals &
Energy Lid project site in Konsari,
Chamorshi taluka,

The collector highlighted the dis-
triet's vast 14,412 sq Km area, nearly

70% forest cover'and rich mineralde-
posits, calling them Gadchiroli's
strongest natural assets. He said the
distrietison the cuspof rapid indust-
rialisation, and the CII delegation’s
visit comes at a crueial time for its
long-term growth prospeects,

A detailed presentation on
Gondwana University's initiatives
was delivered atthe Science & Tech-
nology Resource Centre (STRC) by

Manish Uttarwar, Director of Inno-
vation, Research & Collaboration.
The meeting was attended by vice-
chancellor Prashant Bokare, pro:
vice chancellor Shriram Kawale,
registrar Anil Hirekhan, dean Shy-
amKhandare, STRC chief program-
me officer Swapnil Girde and other
senior officials.

Vice-chancellor Dr Bokare said in-
dustry participation is essential for
the district’s holistic development. He
added that collaboration with CII wo-
uld help strengthen local skills, entre-
preneurship and social progress, ulti-
mately benefiting students and com-
munities across Gadchiroli.

The CII delegation also visited
STRC, the Centre for Invention, Inno-
vation, Incubation and Training (CI-
IT) and the University Institute of
Technology (UIT). They appreciated
the university's technology-driven
projects, innovative student models
and community-focused initiatives,
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Other approvals include

tworailway multi-tracking

projects and expansion of
the Pune metro network

Our Bureau

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet Wednes-
day approved a Rs 7,280 crore rave earth
permanent magnet scheme, two railway
multi-tracking projects, and manskm
of the Pune metro,

Announcing the decisions, rallways, in-

formation technology, and information
broadeas

ting minister Ashwini Vaish-
naw said upstream industries in defence,
electronics, and electric vehicle manu-
facturing will be the key beneficiaries of
the permanent magnet incentives.
Underscoring the relevance of this
scheme, the minister sald contemporary
geopoliticshas increased the importance
of rareearths.

“India has
ef‘rmoarthflt

anemmmmmthe

eommgswx"mwmmm-»

vance of these ‘was recently es-
tablished in the dispute between United
Statesand China.

An official statement said this ‘first-of-
its=kind initiative’ aims to establish 6,000

metric tons per annum of integrated Ra- -

re Earth Permanent Magnet (REPM)ma-
nufacturing in India.

According to Saurabh Agarwal, Part-
ner & Automotive Tax Leader; EY, disci-
plined implementation is needed to ensu-
resuccessof this scheme. “We must prio-
ritize technology access, establish high-
quality processing capabilities, and
strictly uphold respons
ESG standards,” he told ET.

A Rs 9,857.85 crore Line 4 (Kharadi-Ha-
dapsar-Swargate-Khadakwasla) and Li-
ne4A (Nal Stop-Warje-Manik Baug) un-

and  would

MULTIPLIER EFFECT
UpshuamiMustriesacross
defence, electronicsand EV
manufacturingto be thekey
beneficiariesoftherare
earthincentives: Vaishnaw

‘der Phase-2 of the Pune Metro Rail Pro-

ject also got the cabinet nod. The project
will complete within five years and be jo-
intly funded by the centre, Maharashtra
state, and external funding agencies. Ac-
cording to official estimates, thedaily ri-
dership on Line 4and 4A combined is ex-
pected fo be 4.08 lakh in 2028, rising to ne-
arly 7 lakh in 2038, 9.63 lakh in 2048, and
over 11.7 lakh in 2058,

Vaishnaw also announced doubling of
the Devbhumi Dwarka (Okha) - Kanalus
Doubling railway line in Gujaratand the
third and fourth line of the Badlapur -
Karjat section in Maharashtra. These
two projects will cost appmximately Rs
2,781 crore. The approved doubling fro
Kanalus to Okha (Devbhoomi Dwarka)

provide enhanced connectivity to
Dwarkadhish temple facilitating access

tokey pligrimage destination and lead to

all round development of Saurashtra re-
glon, astatementsaid.
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three blocks in 13th
commercial round

The Ministry of Coal has auctioned three fully
explored coal blocks in the 13th round of com-

BUSINESS STANDARD
DATE:27/11/2025 P.NO.4

istry auctions

million tonnes (mt), The auctioned mines are
expected to generate annual revenue of
around T4.620 crore, attract T7.350 crore in
investmentand create 66,248 jobs. as neporTER

25

NAVBHARAT
DATE:27/11/2025 P.NO.6

T UY
a%.amram—us

TR W T o

araftes: yepifm W s v
TEAN TRt wmem R
WE] e @ ek e i
T §YE WA WO T TR

1}

1/70386/2025



D-30020/3/2022-LIB-IBM_HQ 1/70386/2025

NAVBHARAT (NAGPUR PLUS) DATE:28/11/2025 P.NO.6

mmuﬁmﬁéﬁ%%%m

TS WO S TR R Oz 3 o0 5 @ v
%ﬁmﬂm*?ﬁ R D B @ TR & g 78
o m‘im“ ffie m;"g‘ Yy & 75 A SR Al Sy
HEA H Wias, 20 P 4 Y TR
¥ A 0 @ B ) aen TR ) e T AT B
& S # W e | U e . % T T R P O
Postsp gl i s
W e O o 30 e #
§-am8 T2 § : Wé‘m ?ﬁﬂ@ﬂumg
F IERA . THHE TEA IEH 291 2 e e 2
T Fnie dE e e v W 3 dwed Dvwdiegn s &

et w1 P e, weler e« Ptere 6 R 3 AR H Ay Ao Aun SeEaR TR 0 e v, 43

# TR At ¥ ST, TR T o fef o P e . o & s R gU oivaa e R & ¥R 3 o &
uE g ST A1 fufy A TRF 5 fa A o e o mmmmgﬁwm w;ﬁng@mw

mmmﬁm%}rwx P T, daer, o vee, e F o g

BUSINESS LINE DATE:28/11/2025 P.NO.8

\

] Zinc futures: Traders are
advised to stay on sidelines

(per kg)
Gurumurthy K Ruturn 5.30% 3

Bl research buresc i ne

Zine prices seem to be strug-

gling to gain momentum
over the last few weeks. The
zinc futures contract traded

—

on the Multi Commodity Ex-
change has been stuck
between T295 and 308 per
kg for more than four weeks
now., Within this range, it
touched a low of t295.70
carlier this week and is cur-
rently trading at €301

COMMODITY

CALL.

Intermediate resistance is
in the T302-304 region. A
break above it could take the
contract higher to ¥308-309
in the coming days, A decis-
ive break above T309 is
needed for the contract to
gain back the bullish mo-
mentum. Only then will the

upside open up for a fresh

—— — - @
Nov I, M Now 27,08

rise to T320-322, going
forward.

Pallure to rise past T304
from here could keep the
contract under pressure. In
that case, there is a danger of
breaking the range on the
downside below ¥295. Sucha
break could trigger a fall to
1290-288. After this fall, the

contract Could rise back to- :

wards €295-297 again.

Since the contract is |

bound, we t
m to stay out ns the
market for now. Wait for the

breakout and then take

accordingly. /
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Mo§ for Coal

carbonsteel in s
the vaw el 1 ek he ADOINGIUST ONE
T e e
mw.g."i‘:’m IMPORTANCE OF # Business Reporter tion, productivity, and coal dis-
in India. It sold 2.37 milion [INOUSTRY » patch, Chairman-cum-
tonnes of stainjess steel in FY25, findal MINISTER of State for Coaland ~ Managing Director JP Dwivedi
with majority sales concentrated m—.mmw Mines SatishChandraDubeyvis-  presented a detailed overview of
for the domestic market. ited the Nagpur-based Western  coal mining operations in WCL.
The ol domestc consump-  slons would facor 18 S0 | | Coalfelds Limited (WCL) on  He briefed the Minister on the
ing o arselgraghes wes | | Thursday. On the occasion, he - coal production and dispatch
period, according to industry and raw material constraints. inaugurated the e-vehicle fast ~achieved so far, :
bodyIndianStainless SteelDevel-  The major part of the “ded! electric charging station estab- - Minister's 0SD Akhilesh
opment Assoclation (ISSDA).  cated policy” pitch by the lished at the headquarters. KumarPandey,PrivateSecretary
The comment comes in the = 240,000-Crore company Thereafter, he inspected the RiturajMishra, DeputySecretary
backdrop of the steel ministry's w"""“"ﬁm Integrated - Gommand - and Ram Kumar, Under Secretary
plan to bring g: m ::el‘ m e celticl for us Control Center (ICCC) for'e-sur- Vasant Burde, Private Secretary
Policy m‘:zm the industry's andwe don'thave nickel in India. veillance. Following the inspec-  Hradesh Dwived; and fromWCL,
| Like rare earth materfals, nickel tion, the Minister chaired a Director (Finance) Bikram
| e present National Stee!  securitisation should be encour- review meeting of WCL. Ghosh, Di:ectog, Technical
doosnot haveanythingon " he said. Jindal added that The session commenced with  (Operations | and
A, b v s o0 gl TN the inauguration of WCLs new ~ Projects/Planning)  Anand
A chapter on stalnless . the govermimant explomation websiteandtheAmritPharmacy Prasad, Director (Human
.‘::l‘m m m.mw Saadons at  Chandrapur  Area. Resources) Dr Hemant Sharad
:oumwmcm- order to incentivise Lnvestment. Subsequently, duringthereview  Pande, Chief Vigilance Officer
clal, who did not want to be — meeting, he as: WCLsper-  Ajay Madhukar Mhetre and oth-
1§ identified, added the new provi-  More on business-standard.com formanee in terms of pmduc.. -ers also present.
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China’s top copper smelters
to cut output to combat
negative processing fees

]
Reuters

Baijing/Shangha

China’s top copper smelters
will cut production by over
10 per cent in 2026, to
counter overcapacity in the
industry that has led 1o in-
creasingly distorted copper
concentrate processing fees,
according to a Chinese mar-
ket information provider.

Treatment and  refining
charges (TC/RCs), which are
traditionally paid by miners
to smelters, have been negat-
ive in 2025 due to tight cop-
per supply and expanding
Chinese smelting capacity,
leaving smelters effectively
having to pay miners,

TC/RC FEES

The China Smelters Pur-
chase Team (CSPT), & group
of the top copper smelters,

said its members agreed to
cut production to improve
market conditions, accord-
ing to Shanghai Metals Mar-
ket on Priday.

The move follows com-
ments by Chen Xuesen, Vice
President of China’s Nonfer-
rous Metal Industry associ-
ation, who said on Wednes-
day that the state-backed
association “firmly opposes
any free and negative pro-
cessing” of copper concen-
trate. Chen also said China
had halted about 2 million
tonnes of planned new cop-
per smelting capacity.

The CSPT refrained from
setting copper TC/RC guid-
ance for the fourth quarter in
late October, for the third
time ina row,

The benchmark three-
month copper was up 0.64
per cent to $11,009.50 a
tonneasof 1019 GMT,

1/70386/2025
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New (1) alty rates‘for 4
critical mmerals kickin

oeﬂazew

mudnnsmwmmwny?

notified new rationalised roy-
alty rates for four eritical min-
erals: Caesium,  graphite,

£ TO ATTRACT

| AD-VN.GREM ROYALTY

RATES, INSTEAD OF
PER-TONNE ROYALTY

* auctions. The Cabinet’ deck-

rubidium and zirconium. sion

Graphite will attract ad-val-
orem royalty rates, moving
fromtmtome roy;zln
effect since September
Graphite was the only critl-
calandstrategicmineral whose

royalty rate was specified ona
per-tonne basis, The shift toad
valoremis nlinewiththe huge
variations ‘seen in graphite

P e OmonCbhethada i

lier this month approved rate

rationalisation for the four

mineral 1o boost domestic

\ —a

28

sixth trancheof critical mineral
auctions, announced on Sep-
tember 16, which includes five
graphitebiocks vorbidun
siumand zirconjum,

The rate mmMm
will ensure that royalty
accruals in different grades
would proportionately reflect
thechangesinthepricesof the
mineral, It will unlock better
value for the four resources
and assoclated critical min-
erals, such as lithjum, tung-
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HZL highlights

zinc’s role in

' protecting vehicles
- fromcorrosion

Our Bureau

| Mangakury

Hindustan Zine Ltd (HZL)
highlighted corrosion chal-
lenges and zinc’s role in
building a rust-free country
with a showcase located in
the mining pavilion at the In-
dia International Trade Fair
(IITF) 2025 recently. The
company’s ‘Zung Ke Khilaaf

| Zin' campaign focused on

educating citizens about the

| importance of galvanisation

in protecting vehicles, infra-
structure and everyday as-
sets against corrosion,
Hindustan Zinc show-
cased galvanisation in a way
by presenting a vintage Priva
scooter structure, split into
two contrasting halves —

- one galvanised and the other

non-galvanised.

HZL also conducted on- |

ground conversations with
visitors,

1/70386/2025
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BENGALURU, Nov 29 (ANI)

DECCAN Gold Mines Ltd has
entered into dialogues with poten-
tial partners in Kabul to tap into
the Afghanistan’s mineral resources,
including lithium, rare earth min-
erals, and gold, Managing Director
Hanuma Prasad told ANL

“We have been talking to a few
people in Afghanistan for the last
one to one-and-a-half years,”
Prasad told ANI an exclusive inter-
view. “Thereare entrepreneursand
authorities who have approached
us, and weare in regular touch with
them about possible business
arrangements,” Prasad said
Afghanistan holds some of the
world'’s largestidentified resources
oflithium, rare earth elements and
gold, mapped extensively during
Soviet-era exploration. “Potential-

LN

wise it is very, very good,” he saxd
adding that India’s strategic need
for critical minerals makes early
engagement important.
OnNovember 24, anAfghanistan
delegation met Indian industry
body ASSOCHAM and has offered
its long-idle mining sites to India
for exploration as part of its efforts
to deepen economic engagement
and generate local employment.
He said the main hurdles slow-
ing progress are the lack of bank-
ing channels and uncertainty

(Deccan Gold Mines in dialogue with Kabul
to extract mmerals from its mines

around regulatory procedures. "As
of today, there are no banks that
would transfer money, That needs
to be sorted out,” he said, “We also
need clarity on licensing and how
they are going to handle permits.”

Prasad noted that while Indiahas
favourable ties with Afghanistan,
governance and human-rightscon-
cerns remain. “There are issues, of
course but we hope things will
improve, The mineral potential is
definitely attractive,” he said. He
added that India remains heavily
dependentonimports for rare earth
magnets, with China controlling a
lion's share of the global
supply.Indian used to meet its
domestic demand for rare earth
minerals from China, butthe neigh-
bouring country restricted exports
and made Delhi to plan and ramp
up its local production.
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‘Pepletion of ferrous
scrap sources hugely
challenging for India’

d
MUMBAI

The depletion of interna-
tional ferrous scrap sourc-
es due to export curbs like
those from the UAE and
potential restrictions from
the EU aimed at promot-
ing a circular economy
and tightening environ-
mental criteria is creating
a significant challenge for
India, which is now scrap
deficient, a top executive
said.

To harness domestic
scrap and meet the de-
mand, which is projected
to reach 65 million tonne
(MT) annually by 2030
with a potenu‘ab‘ import
gap of 20-30 MT, several
already-initiated measures
such as vehicle scrapping
policy, recycling infras-
tructure  development,
policy support, among
others, must be given
more impetus said Vinaya
Varma, MD, mjunction
Services Ltd., a digital
platform aiding transpa-
rent price discovery of me-

commodities.
“The Centre's vehicle

scrapping policy,
launched in 2021, aims at

encouraging recycling and
removing old, polluting
vehicles from the roads,
although its uptake is cur-
rently low. This is a key
step to generating end-of-
life vehicle (ELV) scrap
and the process needs to
be expedited.

Indian producers like
Tata Steel have started es-
tablishing steel recycling
plants to formalise and
scale up the domestic pro-
cessing of scrap,” he said.

To deal with the issue
the government is actively

India’s steel use is likely t
grow to 390 MT by FY50.

promoting the shift to
Electric Arc Furnace (EAF)
steel making, which uses
scrap as primary feed-
stock, he said adding com-
panies like mjunction are
building Al-driven digital
platforms to bridge the de-
mand-supply gap by orga-
nising scrap procurement.

Future scrap sources

Underscoring the need to
find future scrap sources
he said, “As society ma-
tures, the domestic scrap
generation is expected to
grow, moving beyond veh-
icles to include white
goods, air-conditioners,
and refrigerators, which
will gradually reduce im-
port dependency. ;

“The government is
mulling scrappage recom-
mendations for white

also.

“The CERC has noted
the National Electricity
Plan may recommend re-
tiring thermal plants over
a certain age, such as 25
years,” he added.

India’s steel consump-
tion, which stands at 152

million metric tonne (MT), |

is projected to grow to 220
MT by FY30, 260 MMT by
2035 and 390 MT by FY50.

This surge is primarily |

driven by massive govern-

ment initiatives in infras- |

tructure, Mr. Varma said.
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